
I M PAC T  R E P O R T  2 016

Learn | Invest | Engage 
IN  OUR  COM MUNIT Y

230 Ohio Street, Suite 100, Oshkosh, WI 54902-5894  •  920.426.3993  •  info@OshkoshAreaCF.org  •  www.OshkoshAreaCF.org  •  Blog: oacfcommunitymatters.org

W
IN

NECONNE AREA

YTINU
M

M
O

C

FOUNDAT
IO

N

Just Imagine

W
IN

NECONNE AREA

YTINU
M

M
O

C

FOUNDATI
O

N

Serving Winnebago County, Waushara County, Green Lake County and Ripon, along with our affiliates:

www.winneconneareacf.org www.greenlakecountyriponcf.orgwww.women.oshkoshareacf.org

Accredited in compliance with the National 
Standards for U.S. Community Foundations–the 
highest standards for philanthropic excellence.
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AGENCY IMPACT FUND
Gently Used Treasures 
Build Legacy 
It seems inevitable that as the seasons change  
people decide a clean-out of their homes is in order; 
this is usually followed by a trip to the Saint Vincent 
De Paul Thrift & Furniture Store with donated goods. 
This generosity is a good thing for the community, 
says Saint Vincent De Paul Society Oshkosh Inc. 
President Roger Herold.

Income from the thrift shop, an abundance of 
volunteer staff and cash donations, help the 
organization help others. In 2016, emergency 
assistance was provided for 3,500 residents totaling 
more than $214,000. Saint Vincent De Paul also 
provides space to the Oshkosh Area Community 
Pantry and is a connecting point for the Hub, a 
collaboration of agencies that helps and coaches 
individuals to achieve self-sufficiency.   

In 2008, the Saint Vincent De Paul Endowment 
Fund was created at the Oshkosh Area Community 
Foundation. Today the fund has grown to more than 
$1 million, ensuring emergency assistance will be 
here as long as it’s needed.

Honoring the Spirit Within 
Oshkosh nursing home a leader in dementia care

Mary Lou Kriz remembers having conversations with her late husband, 
George, who would not recognize certain words that she would say. 
“We’d be talking and he would say, ‘Oh, there’s no such word,’ ” says 
Kriz. “It was usually just an ordinary word. I thought he was kidding me.”

In retrospect, Kriz believes this was an early sign of her husband’s eventual 
diagnosis of frontotemporal dementia. George, who passed away last July 
at age 73, was among the more than 110,000 in Wisconsin suffering 
from the disease, according to the Alzheimer’s Association. That number  
is expected to grow by 18 percent during the next 10 years. 

The growing incidence of dementia has prompted the start-up of projects 
and programs throughout the greater Oshkosh area. Kriz was inspired by 
a new program at Miravida Living, formerly Lutheran Homes of Oshkosh. 
By the time George was a resident there, he was using a wheelchair, he 
didn’t speak and had limited use of his hands, she says.

Called Namaste, the program is designed to improve the quality of life for 
people with dementia through sensory stimulation. Funded in part by the 
Oshkosh Area Community Foundation, Miravida Living was among the 
first in the state to offer the program. “We have seen remarkable results 
and believe it’s just the tip of the iceberg of its potential,” says Nancy 
Twichell, Namaste care leader and chaplain at Miravida Living.

Twichell says residents often experience better sleep, fewer agitated 
interactions and increased appetite after receiving Namaste care. Most 
importantly, Namaste helps reconnect individuals to others and their loved 
ones at a time when communication is challenging.

Namaste – a Hindu word meaning to honor the  
spirit within – is offered in a room equipped with  
plush recliners, soft lighting and aromatic scents.  

Activities are individualized for each resident. 
George’s care often included a gentle hand massage, music and watching 
a DVD of water and nature scenes similar to his experiences at his beloved 
cabin in Northern Wisconsin. And, an ice cream treat, Kriz says.

“That was a comfort knowing that he was awake and he seemed hungry. 
The sounds and the music seemed to stimulate him,” she says. “You could 
just see the tension go away. It incorporated everything that had meaning 
to him. Even though he couldn’t express it to me, I know it brought him a 
little bit of heaven, and a lot of peace and comfort.”

In 2016, the OACF provided more than 
$129,000 in support for the older adult 

population, including memory  
and dementia care.  

$140,000
  OLDER ADULTS

ADVOCAP, Inc.
Alzheimer’s Association of Greater Wisconsin

Berlin Senior Center
Bethel Foundation of Oshkosh, Inc.

Clarity Care, Inc.
Evergreen Foundation, Inc.

Friends of the Oshkosh Seniors Center, Inc.
Goodwill Industries of North Central Wisconsin

Lutheran Social Services of WI and Upper MI, Inc.
Mercy Health Foundation

Miravida Living
Old Glory Honor Flight

Oshkosh Area Community Pantry
Oshkosh Seniors Center
Park View Health Center

Princeton Senior Citizens Club, Inc.
Twentieth Century Club

Winnebago County Housing Authority
Winnebago County Literacy Council

Organizations listed received  
support during the 2016 calendar year

Dog Porter enjoys giving kisses to Peg Leach 
and snuggling with the residents at the Namaste 

Program. The residents feel calm and  
comforted by the interaction with the dog.

“It’s all because people have been so generous cleaning out  
their closets – it’s a community blessing,” Herold says.

Contact: 920-235-9368 or www.svdposhkosh.org

Dolly Neumueller Nielsen, a volunteer for St. Vincent 
De Paul, enjoys interacting with customers and other 
volunteers. She especially likes working in the  
clothing area.



 

About the Cover
Directly across the street from Webster Stanley Elementary 
School is one of the best natural ice skating rinks you can find 
during the winter months in Oshkosh. It’s Miller’s Bay on the 
shores of Lake Winnebago. 

Thanks to outdoor recreation enthusiasts Steve Eliasen and Eric 
Smiltneek, thousands of youth have experienced cross country 
and downhill skiing and ice skating as part of school field trips 
and Dr. Eric’s Skate Club. The program, modeled after a similar 
Lake Winnebago sailing experience, exposes all public grade 
school students to winter recreation. While Mother Nature 
delivered a shortened winter season in 2016-2017, last school 
year, more than 1,300 children learned to ski or skate.

Supported in part by the Bradford and Maureen Lasky Fund,  
Dr. Eric’s Skate Club and the ski/skate school field trips are one 
of thousands of grants representing the collective investments of 
our donors interested in strengthening the Oshkosh region.

Pictured above, from left to right: Agul Tong, Hailey Hardel, 
Alexis Boettcher, and Jennifer Swapp, in the bucket

Pictured on the cover, children from left to right: Erin Fox, 
Jennifer Swapp, Agul Tong, and Mary Dorscher 
Adult tying skates: Teacher, Troy Schaefer

Welcome
To all who have contributed to the Foundation and who share our mission 
to strengthen our communities, we say: Thank you.

Without your support, none of the impact and progress illustrated in this 
report would be possible. Together, we are making a difference!

It’s scenes like the young skaters on Miller’s Bay on the cover of this 
report that feed our optimism that our vision for the greater Oshkosh area 
is attainable as a place where we can all thrive. In 2016, nearly $5 
million was invested in the programs, projects and organizations that are 
advancing our quality of life.

We report to you with confidence that your investments in the Foundation 
are yielding results! The Foundation is helping organizations grow and 
become stronger. Sometimes it’s a grant that is needed; other times  
it’s skills to grow the organization or coaching to build sustainable  
funding resources.

As a community foundation, we serve the needs of the greater Oshkosh 
area today and tomorrow. Though we cannot know what the needs will 
be 50 years from now, we can equip our communities with a growing 
endowment to ensure we have the resources necessary to meet those 
needs. We can make the best possible charitable investments today 
toward a vision of that future Oshkosh: a region with a growing economy, 
where all have the opportunity to thrive.

We invite you to join us.

Bill Wyman 
President and CEO
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Gifts to OACF ............6,056 totaling $5,431,502
Total Grants ...................................$4,892,012
Number of funds comprising OACF ............. 835
Assets as of 12/31/16 ............$103,728,397

Creating Connections 
Girls Go Forward helps build strength  
among middle schoolers
Sixth graders Romey Harenburg and Molly Rohde started their middle 
school experience by taking a chance and signing up for Girls Go 
Forward, a new after school program at Oshkosh’s Carl Traeger Middle 
School. Although unsure what it would be like, they knew it was just for 
girls and involved a little bit of classroom and a little bit of outdoor activity.

Their gamble paid off in a big way. Girls Go Forward was a highlight 
of their school year with new friendships, connections to school staff and 
participation in their first 5K run/walk.

Funded by the Women’s Fund, the program focused on emotional and 
physical wellbeing to achieve greater self-confidence and coping skills 
among the girls. It is part of a larger initiative by the Women’s Fund to 
support mental health programming for both children and adults. 

In the past two years, the Oshkosh Area Community Foundation has 
provided more than $1.4 million in support of mental health programming 
through the Women’s Fund, Donor Advised Funds and competitive grants 
from Field of Interest Funds and Unrestricted Funds. Across the community, 
many organizations are pointing to mental health issues as the root of 
problems affecting all populations. 

“What we know based on research is that relationships  
are very critical to the success of all individuals, and in  
middle school, when students feel connected to school  

and the community, they do well.”  
– Heather Wolters, counselor at South Park Middle School

Girls Go Forward was highly effective at creating those relationships, 
especially between students and staff. 

About 15 girls at each of the five Oshkosh middle schools met  
twice a week for 10 weeks, culminating in a 5K run/walk. The  
girls  – wearing matching T-shirts and running shoes – were cheered 
on and joined on the course by their families, friends, school staff and 
community members.

The event was memorable for Romey and Molly, both of whom surprised 
their parents with their willingness to exercise in preparation for the run. 
Molly’s mother Roxanne says she saw her daughter come home with more 
and more confidence after each session. “At the run, they were all out 
there encouraging each other on. It was a great way for them to build one 
another up,” Roxanne says.

 

“I liked meeting the older kids. It helped me make  
a few friends because I didn’t know a lot of people.”       

– Romey Harenburg, 6th Grader

Solutions 12 Step 
Recovery Club Fund
Creating hope for families  
coping with addictions

“Recovery has always seemed to be something of 
an underground effort,” says Todd Vander Galien, 
executive director of Solutions Recovery, Inc. 

“(Addicts) tend not to want to reveal 
themselves and go public with their 

recovery. What I’ve found is that there’s 
an entirely new recovery movement 

starting. We’re putting faces of recovery 
out there, and raising awareness.” 

The movement comes at a time when the region is 
facing a deadly heroin and drug epidemic.

Founded in 2007, Solutions Recovery serves 
people with a desire to stop drinking or using drugs, 
and their families, with 12-step groups and other 
community-based programs.

Foundation grants and support to build 
organizational capacity, receive training and 
upgrade equipment have led Solutions Recovery 
through record growth. A recently established 
endowment fund with the Foundation provides 
hope for sustainable support in the future

Contact: 920-233-0888 or www.sri-wi.org

This annual Impact Report is a snapshot of the activity of the 
Oshkosh Area Community Foundation. More information and 
updates are available at www.OshkoshAreaCF.org.

Financial information presented about the Foundation is 
estimated for calendar year 2016. The Foundation operates on 
a June 30 fiscal year end. Our most recent audited financials, 
based on our fiscal year, are available for your review on our 
website at www.oshkoshareacf.org/about_f_afs.cfm.

During the past three years, OACF 
provided more than $1.4 million 

in grants to support projects and 
programs that address mental  

health and addiction.

$1.4 
 MILLION
  MENTAL HEALTH

Catalpa Health
Chaps Academy

Christine Ann Domestic Abuse Services, Inc.
Community for Hope of Greater Oshkosh, Inc.

Friendship Place, Inc.
Fox Valley Memory Project

Lutheran Counseling & Family Services of WI 
Mahala’s Hope, Inc.

Meta House
Miravida Living

The Mooring Programs
NAMI

NAMI Fox Valley, Inc. 
NAMI Oshkosh, Inc.

NAMI Wisconsin, Inc.
NEW Mental Health Connection

Nova Counseling Services
Oshkosh Area School District
Oshkosh Police Department

Party.0, Inc.
Reach Counseling Services

ReTh!nk Addiction Run/Walk
Rise Together

Samaritan Counseling Center of the Fox Valley, Inc.
Solutions Recovery, Inc.

Starting Point
STEP Industries, Inc.

Winnebago County Health Department
Winneconne Community School District

Organizations listed received grant support in the  
2014, 2015 and 2016 calendar years.

We gratefully acknowledge the generous donors who have entrusted us with their legacy by creating funds that are 
invested to provide support in perpetuity, or with current gifts which provide immediate support for our communities.
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Unlimited coffee at Solutions Recovery – The coffee bar is 
open to anyone and is a place to share feelings and emotions 

without being judged. Each “regular” has a coffee mug with 
their name on it. Monty Montgomery, pictured with the mugs.
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This map highlights just a few of the  
FY2016 Grants that are making an  
IMPACT in areas served by the Foundation

Education   $1,326,087 
  $620,362 scholarships to 519 students
  Technical Education Fabrication Lab, Ripon Area  
   School District $50,000
     Tuition assistance Lourdes Academy, Oshkosh $90,000 – Map #1
     Program support for Oshkosh Public Library $25,000 – Map #2
     Classroom and development grants to teachers $33,000

Community Development   $302,200
 Oshkosh Great Neighborhoods program $120,500– Map #3
 Green Lake Renewal growth $14,700
 Washington Elementary School beautification project $2,500 – Map #4
 City of Oshkosh Police Narcotics investigation equipment  
  $20,000 – Map #5
 City of Oshkosh Police Project Lifesaver program $9,500 – Map #5
 Oshkosh Area United Way $67,000 – Map #6

Mental Health, Substance Abuse   $401,239
 Sober living house for men $170,000
 Wellness Screening in Oshkosh, Winneconne, and Omro  
  high schools $11,500
 Catalpa Health expansion and programming in Oshkosh $55,000

Human Services   $1,032,049
 Salvation Army Oshkosh $13,000 – Map #7
 Oshkosh Community YMCA renovation  
  and programming $169,000 – Map #8
 Goodwill of Northeast Wisconsin NeighborCARE program $46,000
 Financial Wellness Center at FVTC Riverside $96,000
 Christine Ann Domestic Abuse Services programming  
  and operations $61,000 – Map #9
 Boys & Girls Club of Oshkosh programming  
  and operations $213,000 – Map #10

Youth Development   $46,953 
 Junior Achievement of Wisconsin programming and operations $23,000
 Boys and girls scouting experiences $15,000
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Unlimited coffee at Solutions Recovery – The coffee bar is 
open to anyone and is a place to share feelings and emotions 

without being judged. Each “regular” has a coffee mug with 
their name on it. Monty Montgomery, pictured with the mugs.
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AGENCY IMPACT FUND
Gently Used Treasures 
Build Legacy 
It seems inevitable that as the seasons change  
people decide a clean-out of their homes is in order; 
this is usually followed by a trip to the Saint Vincent 
De Paul Thrift & Furniture Store with donated goods. 
This generosity is a good thing for the community, 
says Saint Vincent De Paul Society Oshkosh Inc. 
President Roger Herold.

Income from the thrift shop, an abundance of 
volunteer staff and cash donations, help the 
organization help others. In 2016, emergency 
assistance was provided for 3,500 residents totaling 
more than $214,000. Saint Vincent De Paul also 
provides space to the Oshkosh Area Community 
Pantry and is a connecting point for the Hub, a 
collaboration of agencies that helps and coaches 
individuals to achieve self-sufficiency.   

In 2008, the Saint Vincent De Paul Endowment 
Fund was created at the Oshkosh Area Community 
Foundation. Today the fund has grown to more than 
$1 million, ensuring emergency assistance will be 
here as long as it’s needed.

Honoring the Spirit Within 
Oshkosh nursing home a leader in dementia care

Mary Lou Kriz remembers having conversations with her late husband, 
George, who would not recognize certain words that she would say. 
“We’d be talking and he would say, ‘Oh, there’s no such word,’ ” says 
Kriz. “It was usually just an ordinary word. I thought he was kidding me.”

In retrospect, Kriz believes this was an early sign of her husband’s eventual 
diagnosis of frontotemporal dementia. George, who passed away last July 
at age 73, was among the more than 110,000 in Wisconsin suffering 
from the disease, according to the Alzheimer’s Association. That number  
is expected to grow by 18 percent during the next 10 years. 

The growing incidence of dementia has prompted the start-up of projects 
and programs throughout the greater Oshkosh area. Kriz was inspired by 
a new program at Miravida Living, formerly Lutheran Homes of Oshkosh. 
By the time George was a resident there, he was using a wheelchair, he 
didn’t speak and had limited use of his hands, she says.

Called Namaste, the program is designed to improve the quality of life for 
people with dementia through sensory stimulation. Funded in part by the 
Oshkosh Area Community Foundation, Miravida Living was among the 
first in the state to offer the program. “We have seen remarkable results 
and believe it’s just the tip of the iceberg of its potential,” says Nancy 
Twichell, Namaste care leader and chaplain at Miravida Living.

Twichell says residents often experience better sleep, fewer agitated 
interactions and increased appetite after receiving Namaste care. Most 
importantly, Namaste helps reconnect individuals to others and their loved 
ones at a time when communication is challenging.

Namaste – a Hindu word meaning to honor the  
spirit within – is offered in a room equipped with  
plush recliners, soft lighting and aromatic scents.  

Activities are individualized for each resident. 
George’s care often included a gentle hand massage, music and watching 
a DVD of water and nature scenes similar to his experiences at his beloved 
cabin in Northern Wisconsin. And, an ice cream treat, Kriz says.

“That was a comfort knowing that he was awake and he seemed hungry. 
The sounds and the music seemed to stimulate him,” she says. “You could 
just see the tension go away. It incorporated everything that had meaning 
to him. Even though he couldn’t express it to me, I know it brought him a 
little bit of heaven, and a lot of peace and comfort.”

In 2016, the OACF provided more than 
$129,000 in support for the older adult 

population, including memory  
and dementia care.  

$140,000
  OLDER ADULTS

ADVOCAP, Inc.
Alzheimer’s Association of Greater Wisconsin

Berlin Senior Center
Bethel Foundation of Oshkosh, Inc.

Clarity Care, Inc.
Evergreen Foundation, Inc.

Friends of the Oshkosh Seniors Center, Inc.
Goodwill Industries of North Central Wisconsin

Lutheran Social Services of WI and Upper MI, Inc.
Mercy Health Foundation

Miravida Living
Old Glory Honor Flight

Oshkosh Area Community Pantry
Oshkosh Seniors Center
Park View Health Center

Princeton Senior Citizens Club, Inc.
Twentieth Century Club

Winnebago County Housing Authority
Winnebago County Literacy Council

Organizations listed received  
support during the 2016 calendar year

Dog Porter enjoys giving kisses to Peg Leach 
and snuggling with the residents at the Namaste 

Program. The residents feel calm and  
comforted by the interaction with the dog.

“It’s all because people have been so generous cleaning out  
their closets – it’s a community blessing,” Herold says.

Contact: 920-235-9368 or www.svdposhkosh.org

Dolly Neumueller Nielsen, a volunteer for St. Vincent 
De Paul, enjoys interacting with customers and other 
volunteers. She especially likes working in the  
clothing area.


