
In its role as leader, collaborator and 
coalition builder, the Oshkosh Area Community Foundation 

does what is necessary to recruit, empower and mobilize residents as 

change agents and supports the efforts of our partner organizations.

Your Community Foundation Can Help
The Oshkosh Area Community Foundation is a charitable 
resource devoted to Oshkosh and the surrounding 
area including Green Lake, Winnebago and Waushara 
Counties, and Ripon. We help people of all means make 
meaningful gifts that improve the quality of life today and 
for generations to come. 

We also contribute to the community through leadership, 
coordinating local change efforts, engaging residents and 
leaders, and bringing diverse voices and views together. 
We’re in the business of building community.

Our mission of community betterment is broad — we 
seek to understand and fund many areas of community 
wellbeing. And we operate independently of any 
government or for-profit entity. 

We are stewards of the community’s endowment, a 
reserve of charitable dollars that we grow through 
investment and by attracting new gifts from generous 
donors of all means and walks of life. 

The Foundation focuses its efforts on the long term. We 
are committed to nurturing innovation across all sectors 
and to encouraging the development of initiatives that will 
bring about real and lasting change. 

Pictured: Coleson Tabbert at the Inclusive Playground in South 
Park, Oshkosh. Collaboration and broad-based community 
support for the construction of the community’s first fully 
accessible playground included grants from the Foundation, 
Community First Credit Union and the John E. Kuenzl 
Foundation, as well as gifts from individuals and businesses.

Our Roles



Ten reasons 
to give through 
the Foundation

We are a local 
organization with deep 
roots in the community.

We have broad expertise 
on community issues and 
needs.

We provide highly 
personalized service 
tailored to your charitable 
and financial interests.

Our funds help people 
invest in the causes they 
care about most.

We accept a wide variety 
of assets, and can 
facilitate even the most 
complex forms of giving.

We partner with 
professional advisors 
to create highly effective 
approaches to charitable 
giving.

We offer maximum tax 
advantage for most gifts 
under state and federal 
law.

We multiply the impact 
of gift dollars by pooling 
them with other gifts and 
grants.

We build endowment 
funds that benefit the 
community forever and 
help create personal 
legacies.

We are a collaborative 
community leader, 
coordinating resources to 
create positive change.
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Align Social Action 
 • Connecting stakeholders around   
   issues
 • Building coalitions
 • Coordinating efforts with other   
   funders
  • Pooling funds

Share Community 
Information 
 • Compiling information about   
   available resources and services
 • Tracking data about community   
   wellbeing
 • Aggregating information about   
   local organizations
 • Researching community issues  
   and needs
 • Measuring programmatic outcomes   
   and impact
 • Disseminating local news 

Engaging the Community 
 • Providing avenues for community   
   input, ideas, and connection
 • Facilitating community dialogue
 • Strengthening social ties
 • Facilitating civic participation and   
   volunteerism
 • Empowering resident decision-  
   making 

Deploying 
Financial Capital 
 • Grantmaking
 • Supporting individuals (scholarships)
 • Providing platforms to connect   
   givers and recipients

Financial & Donor Services
 • Managing investments/endowment   
   funds
 • Processing transactions for donors
 • Providing philanthropic advisory   
   services
 • Executing donor-driven initiatives
 • Co-creating initiatives with donors
 • Educating donors about  
   community issues
 • Connecting local philanthropists   
   with each other

Expanding 
Financial Capital
 • Educating the public about    
   philanthropy
 • Soliciting contributions from local   
   donors (individual or institutional) 
 • Attracting nontraditional donors

Community Planning
 • Promoting economic development   
   planning
 • Proactive long-term community   
   planning

Building 
Community Capacity
 • Promoting nonprofit organizational   
   effectiveness
 • Nurturing civic leaders
 • Growing local entrepreneurs  
   and businesses
 • Developing the skills of local residents
 • Building local government capacity

Advocating
 • Advocating for policy change
 • Influencing existing government   
   and business priorities
 • Influencing public opinion
 • Promoting specific program models,  
   organizations and interventions
 • Representing the community   
   regionally, nationally or internationally

The Foundation has various tools at its disposal to help local residents, 
nonprofit organizations and donors make positive change happen.
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