
Hundreds of young people further their education  
each year with help from Oshkosh Area Community Foundation scholarships.

Establish a Scholarship Fund
Scholarships have a tremendous impact on the students 
who receive them. Without scholarships, many students 
would be unable to go to college.

You can set up a Scholarship Fund now or through your 
will/estate plan to memorialize a loved one, honor a family 
member’s accomplishments, support a field or trade that 
you’re passionate about or celebrate the educational 
institutions you attended.

Businesses and civic groups can set up Scholarship Funds, 
as well, to encourage students to pursue a related field 
of study, honor a founder or long-time employee or to 
encourage community engagement.

If you want to start a Scholarship Fund now and build it 
over time, you can do so by establishing an Acorn Fund, 
with a gift of just $500 and annual gifts of at least $250. 

When the Acorn Fund reaches $10,000, we will award the 
first scholarship from it. In certain circumstances, you may 
be able to award a scholarship from your fund before the 
balance reaches $10,000.

Alternatively, you can set up a Scholarship Fund that will 
award its first scholarship this year. With a gift of $10,000 or 
more, a Scholarship Fund is expected to generate enough 
earnings to award an annual scholarship. By endowing a 
Scholarship Fund, you ensure that the fund will continue 
to award scholarships, forever.

For more information 
on how to establish a Scholarship Fund, call 920-426-3993 
or email Info@OshkoshAreaCF.org.

Scholarships
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Establishing a 
Scholarship Fund  
in 3 Easy Steps
1. Choose your Focus
 Who should apply?

 Where should students be  
 from?

 Should applicants be  
 limited to certain schools?

 Should this benefit   
 someone with a financial  
 need?

 Should it be to attend a  
 particular college?

 Should it apply to a   
 particular major?

 Must the student meet a  
 GPA minimum?

 Is it renewable?

2. Name the Fund 
 The fund can bear your  
 name, your company  
 name, the name of a loved  
 one or be anonymous.

3. Contribute
 A $10,000 gift will allow a  
 scholarship to be awarded 
 in the next scholarship  
 cycle. 

 An Acorn Fund can be  
 established for a smaller  
 amount, which will grow  
 over time.

 Gifts of cash, stocks   
 or bonds can be used to  
 establish a scholarship.

Once established, the 
Foundation will promote 
your fund on the Fox River 
Scholarship Center website, 
(www.foxriverscholarshipcenter.
org), a one-stop shop for 
scholarship information. 

“It’s amazing how important scholarships 
are.” So says scholarship recipient, Erin 
Kelly. She is not your typical teenager. 
Her experience working at Gabriel’s Villa 
in Oshkosh has created opportunities 
and helped this first-generation college 
student shape a vision for her future. 
After getting a degree in nursing, then 
a graduate degree, Kelly hopes to serve 
her own patient base at a family practice 
someday.

Kari Patterson doesn’t know Kelly, but  
their paths may cross at UW Oshkosh. 
Patterson was valedictorian of her 
Winneconne High School graduating 
class. Her experience with sports injuries 
has shaped a vision of her future 
caring for others as a physical 
therapist. 

After suffering a concussion, 
Patterson missed a lot of school. 
It took a long time to feel like 
herself again. “I worked with so 
many physical therapists and I 
saw what they did for people, 
and thought it was really cool,” 

Patterson says. “I’m really excited to  
do that.”

Enter Ellen Duex (inset photo). The 
lifelong Oshkosh resident died in 2014. 
She was 68 and had battled cancer, her 
sister Cathy Schaefer says. She invested 
wisely after accepting an early retirement 
package from a phone company 20 
years prior and left her estate to the 
Foundation. 

Her legacy is living on through the 
bright futures of Kelly and Patterson, 
who are the first recipients of Ellen Duex 
Memorial Scholarships, which support 
people entering the nursing and  
medical fields.

“She spent a good 
part of the last year of 
her life in (a nursing 
home) and said 
how nice the nurses 
were,” says Schaefer. 

“They did everything 
for my sister. It’s just 
wonderful.”
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